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Octoher 28, 2011
Dear Church,

As a church family we share many joyful mumﬂits and rejoice in our shared mission. It is now time for
us to join together in meeting our shared respnnmb:ht} for keeping our doors open, the lights on and our
mission alive!

Our incredible Trustees have worked relentlessly at making long-needed building improvements: media
upgrade, parking lot resurfacing, steeple repair, and nursery renovation. As we have watched these
projects blossom, some have assumed that the ¢hurch had all the funds it needed to meet operational
expenses. But that is not the case; the funding used for these was part of a bequest to the church
designated for capital improvements nnd a loan, I*estnctrd for building improvements. Those funds
cannot be used for operations. : i

We’ve also been blessed this year by being able to support a fantastic mission to Ville Sinai, Bolivia.
We've begun new ministries, as well, such as the Icé Angels, reaching out to the homeless population in
OKC. Many of us have stepped up by participating in various fundraising activities, collecting supplies
and donating money. What generous hearts! However, those gifts have, in some cases, replaced giving to
the general budget, rather than being in nddltmn lo regular giving,.

There is always a tension in a finance m_mnmtee_m _s_ha_lre the.slrugglcs and be transparent, or to try to
work out the occasional money shortfall as part of our responsibility. And over the last few years, the
finance committee has determined that we would rather work out the shortfall - either by encouraging
fundraisers, and gifts of kitchen supplies or cleaning items, by cutting expenses to the bone or by asking
quietly for additional funds from a few members to finish paying insurance costs or apportionments. But,
the shortfall in our budgets has returned and we've dttermmed thit we can no longer consider simply
working it out ourselves. “‘e hEIlE\E [l s tlme to he accuuntab]e to }"DII.. the congregation, now.

Simply stated, Epwnrth is fncmg s ﬁnsntml cns:s Opcrﬂtmg funds are lmt s::l‘l‘meu! to meet current
obligations including pavr«ull msurance. 2ppumonments and other autsiam:lmg bills; $50,000 is needed
for us to be turrent ; o

Ower at least the Iast fi v’e years, we have I'Judg'ét.u.l a dtf'ut, based on our expected expenses and the
pledges received from the mngrrgatmn Our expenses are pretty bare-boned: staff, expenses to keep this
beautiful building running, our connectional giwng to the lﬂrgerchurth But, a church this size, with an

expense budget of $200,000, cannot sttwwe for anuthcr lll[! years on p[edgus of only 3135 000, plus other
miscellaneous income of around 520, Dﬂﬂ :

We are at a point when we neel:i to dlg degp Ewrynne 5 hr.:lp is necded' P'Ieasc pm}erﬁillv consider how
you can go above am‘l heyund yunr regu].ar gn mg mlh a spm:ml g:ﬂ to EpWDrth nuw. 3

:QBL:M Qﬂﬂ‘g‘ffﬂ"fh——f ; ?(5 ;33'@. (1

Debbie Ingraham, Pastor . P Glosi cye fiT, Administra Council

Z Lﬁ% \-'_-V‘v‘k-—-m.x_( a ~Su_/ iy 2

“Jim Gragg, Trustee Monica Swink, Finance Committee
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0) . # OCCUPY
0 S0 GATEWOOD!
3 A 0 .

+ : If you are tired of
0-) government of the
+ 6A 2 )& 6 elites, by the elites, and for the
3 3 3 elites, then let’s talk.
3?7+ 0 When: Saturday, November 5, 10 AM
- Where: Gatewood Triangle Park,
+ NW 21 and Indiana
?+ . C2L <(11+# - 4 Make a sign and bring it!
"0 P Occupy Gatewood is in solidarity with the
2 0 3 - Occupy Wall Street and Occupy Oklahoma
0- 4 City movements. We want to do our part to
P take back our government by organizing at the
- 7.t ultimate grassroots level, the neighborhood.
- - Let’s brainstorm on how we can participate in
0 - our own rescue.

6 + Like us on Facebook at http:/tinyurl.com/42yyrqq
*+. 6 6 '+ Q# 4 Read more @ www.bettertimesinfo.org/occupy.htm.
B + +C M 4 WE ARE THE 99%!
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